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The  Raven 

2d  Edition  2013 

Shipmates  &  Associate  Members: 
 
I  hope  that  you  and  your  families  are  well  and  that  you  are  preparing  to  enjoy  the  summer.  Also,  I  hope  that  you  will  be  able  to  
attend  the  reunion  next  year  in  the  Seattle,  Wash.  area  sometime  between  the  beginning  of  September  and  mid-October  2014.  
Planning  is  progressing—carefully. 
 
Based  on  information  that  I  have  received  regarding  the  50th  Anniversary  Memorial  Service  for  the  USS  Thresher,  it  was  a  
magnificent  event.  I  am  aware  that  some  members  of  the  SHVA  attended  the  service  either  on  their  own  accord  or  in  support  of  the  
event.  I’ve  included  in  a  subsequent  article  some  pictures  of  the  service  that  I  received.  The  Thresher  Memorial  Booklet  that  I  sent  
to  members  via  e-mail  generated  a  few  comments,  and  some  of  these  are  included. 
 
Contributions  toward  the  commemorative  plaque  to  be  installed  at  the  US  Navy  Memorial  in  Washington,  D.C.  have  been  
disappointingly  few.  We  have  about  14  months  left  to  provide  full  payment  ($3000.00);;  otherwise,  we  will  lose  the  $500.00  down  
payment  made.    More  on  this  topic  inside. 
 
On  a  sad  note,  I  received  notifications  since  issuance  of  the  previous  edition  of  the  newsletter  that  four  shipmates  are  on  Eternal  
Patrol—only  one  received  his  Final  Orders  since  of  the  previous  edition  of  the  newsletter.  Those  shipmates  are  included  in  a  
subsequent  article. 
 
Because  of  time  constraints,  I  will  probably  issue  three  newsletters  yearly  instead  of  four  although  I  will  try  to  issue  four  yearly.  As  
usual,  I  will  send  any  significant  info  that  occurs  between  editions  of  the  newsletter  via  Membership  Memos. 
 
Please  note  a  change  of  my  postal  address  effective  18  July  2013  as  indicated  below.  All  other  contact  information  for  me  remains  
unchanged.  You  will  need  my  address  if  you  send  me  items  or  hardcopies  of  anything  or  order  ball  caps,  boat  medallions,  and  
other  items  for  sale. 
 
 CURRENT        AFTER  18  JULY  2013 
 
Howard  Dobson  [ETR2(SS),  Gold,  1969-1972]     Howard  Dobson 
8  Colony  Blvd  Apt.338C        28  Colony  Blvd 
Wilmington  DE  19802-1426       Wilmington  DE  19802-1402 
Phone/Fax:    302-764-1197 E-Mail:    howardvaldobson@verizon.net 
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Larry  Ferrell  [MM1(SS),  Blue,  1968-1970],  our  Storekeeper  and  the  Commander  of  the  Maine  Base  of  the  United  
States  Submarine  Veterans,  Inc.  (USSVI),  took  some  pictures  at  the  ceremonies  and  directed  me  to  some  taken  by  
others.  Although  the  Thresher  Base  of  the  USSVI  was  primarily  responsible  for  arrangements  of  the  ceremonies,  the  
Maine  Base,  under  Larry’s  direction,  helped  in  other  ways  such  as  being  ushers  and  performing  other  tasks.  Larry  
writes: 
 

 
Larry  continues: 
 

 
Larry  concludes: 
 

 

50th ANNIVERSARY MEMORIAL SERVICE  FOR USS THRESHER  

Larry stands with the 
USS Thresher model float. 

The flag at half mast at the 
memorial in Kittery. 
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The  following  photos  are  some  of  those  available  from  the  web  site  <Smilebox.com>. 
 
 

50th ANNIVERSARY MEMORIAL SERVICE  FOR USS THRESHER (cont . )  
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Jim  Royal  [EN2(SS),  Gold,  1964-1966]  says: 
 

 
Jim  continues  in  a  second  e-mail: 
 

 
 
Ray  Higgins  [MM1(SS),  Gold  &  Blue,  1965-1970]  says: 
 

 

50th ANNIVERSARY MEMORIAL SERVICE  FOR USS THRESHER (cont . )  

 
The  recent  newsletter  of  the  Mid-Atlantic  Base  of  the  USSVI  of  which  I  am  a  member  included  a  copy  of  an  old—and  I  
mean  old—newsletter  issued  by  the  U.S.  Sub  Base,  New  London.  Its  date  is  10  June  1944—during  WWII.  I  found  it  to  
be  interesting  reading  and  am  including  it  on  the  next  four  pages  with  the  hope  that  you  will  also  find  it  interesting.  I’m  
almost  certain  that  no  one  who  served  on  USS  Sam  Houston  was  in  the  service  at  that  time!  Anyway,  check  it  out. 
 
 
 
 
 
Howard  Dobson  [ETR2(SS),  Gold,  1969-1972] 

AN OLD ,  OLD NEWSLETTER FROM US SUB BASE,  NEW LONDON,  CONN.  
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AN OL D,  OL D  NEWSL ETTER F ROM  US SUB BASE,  NEW LONDON,  CONN.  (co nt . )  
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AN OL D,  OL D  NEWSL ETTER F ROM  US SUB BASE,  NEW LONDON,  CONN.  (co nt . )  
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AN OL D,  OL D  NEWSL ETTER F ROM  US SUB BASE,  NEW LONDON,  CONN.  (co nt . )  



8 

  

 
 

AN OL D,  OL D  NEWSL ETTER F ROM  US SUB BASE,  NEW LONDON,  CONN.  (co nt . )  
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As  of  printing,  the  contributions  received  this  year  for  the  commemorative  plaque  to  be  installed  at  the  US  Navy  
Memorial  in  Washington,  D.C.  in  the  name  of  USS  Sam  Houston  totals  $1770.00.  This  total  amount  is  the  result  of  
money  received  from  only  17  members  of  the  SHVA!  I  am  in  contact  with  361  shipmates.  Although  the  suggested  
contribution  is  $25,  the  SHVA  will  accept  any  amount  that  fits  your  budget.  Please  contribute  what  you  can.  That  
commemorative  plaque  will  be  a  lasting  reminder  to  the  public—that  includes  subsequent  generations  of  our  own  
families—of  the  service  by  the  crews  of  USS  Sam  Houston. 
 
Thanking  you  in  advance  for  your  thoughtfulness  toward  this  important  matter, 
 
Howard  Dobson  [ETR2(SS),  Gold,  1969-1972] 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR THE COMMEMORATIVE PLAQUE ARE FEW IN NUMBER  

 
Joe  Saleem  [MM3(SS),  O72,  1971-1974]  writes: 
 

JOE SALEEM MEMORIALIZES  MURDERED STUDENTS & TEACHERS  
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Bertrand  “Butch”  Savaria  [ET1(SS),  Gold  &  O66,  1965-1968]  provided  the  following  introduction  to  the  picture  below: 
 

 

PICTURE SUBMITTED BY BUTCH SAVARIA  

Tim  Bohdan  recently  asked  me  about  the  availability  of  SSN  Medallions  for  purchase;;  he  wanted  to  order  10  of  them!  I  
asked  him  why  he  needed  so  many.  His  reply  is  interesting: 
 

AN UNUSUAL USE FOR THE USS SAM HOUSTON MEDALLIONS!  

NavETs, Gold Crew, 1966 
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Some  attendees  at  the  2012  Business  Meeting  suggested  that  our  2014  reunion  be  held  either  just  before  or  just  after  the  
USSVI  Convention  to  be  held  in  Calif.  in  2014  to  facilitate  travel  for  those  who  want  to  attend  both  events.  I  spoke  with  the  
wife  of  the  Base  Commander    handling  that  convention,  and  she  gave  me  dates  such  that  04-06  Sep  2014  would  be  suitable  
for  our  reunion.  (I  could  not  speak  with  the  Commander  at  the  time  because  he  was  in  the  hospital.)  I  have  since  learned  that  
those  convention  dates  are  wrong.  I  have  since  learned  that  the  correct  period  for  the  USSVI  Convention  is  01-07  Sep  2014.  
Therefore,  the  preferred  period  for  our  2014  reunion  will  become  11-13  Sep  2014,  but  these  dates  might  not  be  suitable. 
 
Because  of  the  need  to  limit  the  guest  room  rate  to  less  than  $110/night  (all-inclusive  price),  three  of  the  four  hotels  that  
submitted  proposals  met  this  requirement.  These  three  are  limited-service  hotels  that  present  additional  planning  
considerations  over  full-service  hotels  (hotels  with  Catering  Dept.).  In  essence,  the  Reunion  Committee  must  juggle  some  
“quirks”  of  each  hotel  to  get  the  best  deal  for  the  money.  One  of  the  issues  involves  the  consumption  of  booze  at  each  of  the  
hotels,  and  we  cannot  have  a  reunion  where  consuming  booze  is  either  prohibited  in  public  areas  of  the  hotel  or  highly  
inconvenient.  Also,  options  and  conditions  for  our  group  meals  will  have  to  be  evaluated.  With  full-service  hotels,  these  
concerns  are  not  problematic  because  they  have  lounges  and  Catering  Dept.  and  have  the  appropriate  licenses  for  dealing  
with  alcohol.  Limited-service  hotels  pose  concerns  and  charges  that  have  to  be  juggled  among  those  that  submitted  
proposals.  With  full-service  hotels,  such  charges  are  either  nonexistent  or  are  incorporated  elsewhere;;  i.e.,  “hidden.”  In  any  
event,  the  limited-service  hotels  are  more  difficult  to  deal  with. 
 
The  Reunion  Committee  must  compare  all  options  and  charges  so  that  reunion  attendees  will  receive  the  best  value  for  the  
money  with  the  least  “inconveniences.”  As  an  example,  Hotel  “A”  uses  an  nice  restaurant  that  is  adjacent  to  the  hotel  as  its  
source  of  food  and  catering.  Because  of  this  arrangement,  the  hotel  does  not  allow  any  group  to  bring  its  own  snacks,  
beverages,  food,  or  any  such  items  for  consumption  into  any  of  its  ground-floor  meeting  spaces—rooms  where  our  
Hospitality  Room  would  be.  To  get  around  this  for  groups  such  as  military-reunion  groups,  Hotel  “A”  uses  guest  rooms  on  the  
5th  floor  adjoined  by  double  doors.  The  furniture  is  removed,  and  tables  and  chairs  are  set  up.  While  this  is  not  the  best  
setup,  it’s  workable.  Hotels  “B  &  C”  use  an  external  catering  service,  and  these  hotels  permit  groups  to  serve  their  own  
snacks,  beverages,  etc.  in  the  meeting  rooms.  But,  Hotels  “B  &  C”  have  a  $250  fee  this  “convenience.” 
 
The  situation  with  consuming  booze  presents  similar  issues.  Hotel  “A”  permits  individuals  to  purchase  booze  at  the  adjacent  
restaurant  and  bring  it  anywhere  into  the  hotel  without  incurring  an  additional  fee.  But,  this  situation  is  inconvenient  because  
of  the  need  to  walk  to  and  from  the  restaurant.  Hotels  “B  &  C”  have  nowhere  close  to  purchase  drinks,  and  this  is  
problematic.  A  workaround  is  that  attendees  would  purchase  their  own  booze  at  a  nearby  liquor  store  (free  shuttle)  and  stow  
it  in  their  guest  rooms.  Hotel  “A  &  B”  have  refrigerators  in  the  rooms  that  facilitate  this  idea.  Hotel  “C”  does  not  have  
refrigerators  in  the  guest  rooms  which  suggests  that  this  hotel  is  unsuitable.  What’s  important  with  booze  is  that  the  SHVA,  
as  an  organization,  neither  acquires  booze  nor  serves  it  in  the  hotel  regardless  of  whether  individuals  pay  for  it  or  not.  If  
either  of  those  situations  were  to  exist,  the  individual  who  planned  the  reunion  has  personal,  legal  responsibility  for  any  
actions  related  to  the  use,  misuse,  or  abuse  of  alcohol  by  anyone  who  consumed  it.  To  avoid  this  personal  legal  
responsibility,  reunion  attendees  can  drink  booze  that  they  purchased  as  long  as  the  SHVA  was  not  involved  with  purchasing  
or  serving  the  booze.  Thus,  the  SHVA  neither  owned  the  booze,  served  it,  nor  sold  it.  Those  who  consume  booze  that  they  
purchased  will  then  be  legally  responsible  for  their  actions  resulting  from  the  consumption  of  booze—nothing  new  or  earth-
shattering  in  this  situation.  There  will  be  no  designated  location  for  iced  storage  of  personal  booze  in  the  Hospitality  Room,  
but  ice  will  be  available  for  cups  of  booze.  Since  Hotel  “C”  has  no  refrigerators  in  the  guest  rooms,  this  poses  a  problem  for  
beer  and  some  wine  drinkers.  Brad  Lawrence  suggested  making  small  Styrofoam  coolers  available.  This  is  a  great  idea,  but  
what  needs  NOT  to  occur  is  that  those  who  do  not  drink  pay  anything  extra  in  support  of  those  who  do.  Therefore,  if  Hotel  “C”  
would  be  selected,  the  Reunion-Registration  Form  would  have  an  entry  related  to  the  need  for  a  cooler  at  a  price. 
 
Hotel  “B”  offers  complimentary  coffee  in  the  lobby  area  24/7  that  would  be  available  to  our  group.  This  will  eliminate  the  need  
to  ship  our  coffee  urns  to  and  from  that  hotel  and  to  purchase  coffee  supplies.  Hotels  “A  &  C”  do  not  offer  complimentary  
coffee.  Hotels  “B”  and  “C”  offer  complimentary  and  varying  hot-breakfast  items  in  the  lobby.  And,  these  two  hotels  offer  this  at  
a  room  rate  lower  than  Hotel  “A”  but  not  during  the  preferred  period. 
 
Hotels  “A  &  C”  can  give  us  the  preferred  dates,  but  the  room  rate  is  too  high  with  Hotel  “C.”  We  can  get  good  rates  at  Hotel  
“C”  anytime  in  Oct  2014.  We  will  then  prefer  early  in  Oct  because  the  probability  of  rain  increases  dramatically  as  Oct  
progresses.  (The  cruise  season  ends  in  Oct;;  that’s  why  most  hotels  in  the  area  have  high  rates  until  then.  Room  rates  
increase  with  an  increase  in  demand.) 
 
These  are  but  a  few  of  the  concerns  that  are  being  juggled  for  the  best  deal.  The  Reunion  Committee  will  work  this  out;;  it’s  
just  problematic  because  aspects  that  are  not  handled  individually  with  full-service  hotels  must  be  considered  separately  for  
limited-service  hotels,  and  this  is  time-consuming.  But,  we  have  time  on  our  side. 
 
Howard  Dobson  [ETR2(SS),  Gold,  1969-1972] 

UPDATE ON THE 2014  SEATTLE -AREA REUNION  
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While  performing  my  Site  Inspections  of  the  potential  host  hotels  for  our  2014  reunion  in  Seattle,  Wash.,  I  took  a  break  
between  hotel  inspections  to  spend  a  day  with  our  Treasurer,  Mark  Manzur  [STS3(SS),  SSN,  1979-1982]  at  his  
resident  city  of  Vancouver,  Wash.  Travel  to  and  from  Seattle  and  Vancouver  was  a  comfortable  and  scenic  3  1/2-hour  
train  ride.  Mark  gave  me  a  personal  tour  of  the  Vancouver-Portland  [Oregon]  area  that  included  a  tour  of  the  museum  
submarine,  Blueback  (SS  581),  moored  at  the  Oregon  Museum  of  Science  &  Industry  in  Portland.  This  boat  is  
interesting  because  it  was  one  of  the  three  Barbel  Class  boats  built—the  last  class  of  diesel  boats  built.  Its  hull  is  the  
same  shape  as  today’s  nuclear  attack  boats,  and  some  of  its  equipment  was  comparable  to  that  aboard  USS  Sam  
Houston.  (USS  Blueback  was  the  last  diesel  boat  to  be  decommissioned.)  It  is  drastically  different  inside  than  the  
WWII  museum  boats.  Mark  is  a  volunteer  Tour  Guide  for  the  boat  a  few  times  a  month.  Later,  he  and  his  family  took  
me  to  the  Columbia  River  Gorge  that  was  surprisingly  scenic,  and  we  had  dinner  in  that  area.  I  thank  Mark  and  his  
family  for  their  hospitality.  Also,  I  thanked  Adina,  his  wife,  for  her  support  in  receiving  and  depositing  donation  checks  
early  on  when  Mark  was  away  from  home  often  while  he  was  training  to  become  a  long-distance  truck  driver.  Below  
are  a  few  pictures  from  my  visit  with  Mark  and  his  family. 

MY VIS IT  WITH MARK MANZUR WHILE IN THE SEATTLE AREA  

Howard Dobson at the Blueback. 

The Manzer Family 
Rear, left to right: 
 Char  (aka  “Shotgun,  Charburger”),  Edina,  &  Mark 
Front: Daria 

A portion of the 
Columbia River Gorge 

viewed from 
Chanticleer Point. 

Multnomah Falls in the Columbia River Gorge. This is the second highest waterfall in the country: upper falls is 542 ft.; the lower falls, 69 ft. 
Mark, Char, and Daria trekked to the observation bridge, while the superior intelligence of Edina and myself informed us to conserve our energy. 
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Since  publication  of  the  previous  newsletter,  I  learned  that  the  following  shipmates  received  their  Final  Orders: 
 
 

Walter  Dieterle  [MM2(SS),  O72]:  departed  in  the  early  2000’s  (reported  by  Elbert  “Bo”  Kestler.) 
Troy  Smith  (EM,  Gold  Crew,  1964-1966):  departed  12  Dec  2012  (reported  by  Don  Asmund.) 
Roger  Cramer  [MM2(SS),  Blue,  1969-1972]:  departed  05  Feb  2013  (reported  by  Steve  Kloppenburg.) 
Gil  Paprocki:  departed  Aug  2012  (reported  by  George  Hubbard.) 

SHIPMATES ADDED TO ETERNAL PATROL STATUS  

Shipmates, you have served your country with great esteem; rest your oars. 

 
I  finally  found  a  vendor  that  sells  a  4-in.  diameter,  iron-on,  Seal  Delivery  Vehicle-1  patch.  I  had  desired  one  to  
photograph  because  I  have  had  need  to  print  sizes  larger  than  that  which  appears  on  the  front  page  of  this  
newsletter.  Until  now,  that  was  the  largest  size  I  could  print  without  distortion  [pixelation]  occurring.  I  had  
requested  that  any  member  who  has  a  larger-size  file  send  it  to  me,  and  one  shipmate  did.  But  now,  I  can  take  
a  higher-quality  photograph  of  the  patch  that  will  be  suitable  for  poster  size.  I  will  share  the  resultant  computer  
file  with  anyone  who  requests  it. 
 
The  vendor  is  BC  Patch,  LLC  <bcpatch.com>  that  seems  to  be  an  Internet-only  vendor.  The  cost  of  the  patch  is  
$7.15,  with  my  total,  including  shipping,  being  $8.65.  If  anyone  who  does  not  have  Internet  access  wishes  to  
order  the  patch,  please  contact  me,  and  I’ll  order  it  for  you. 
 
Howard  Dobson 

NEED A REAL SDV -1 PATCH?  

 
If  you  are  not  a  member  of  the  United  States  Submarine  Veterans,  Inc.  (USSVI),  
please  consider  joining  this  renowned,  national  organization  for  submarine  veterans.  
To  find  a  base  (chapter)  near  you,  refer  to  the  its  web  site  at  <ussvi.org>. 


